242        REASONS FOR COLONIZING

Since this period the island has been left to its
native inhabitants, excepting that various Euro-
pean, and particularly English vessels, have occa-
sionally touched at it for the purpose of procuring
water and yams; the latter of which it grows the
finest in the world, and which the natives were
accustomed to barter for pieces of iron.

At length, a variety of considerations determined
the British Government to attempt a new settle-
ment on this island ; these it may be proper
briefly to state.

In the first place, the convenient situation of
the island, at the distance of only twenty miles
from the main-land of Africa, and in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of the mouths of the many
large rivers which pour their waters into the Gulf
of Biafra, appeared to afford a most eligible point
for checking the slave-trade, of which this position
may be considered the very centre.

water, which caused a great mortality and obliged the survivors to go
away. However, previous to their departure, they dismounted and
buried the cannon and all the stores ; and, after they were gone, the
natives demolished all the fortification, and threw the stones into the
sea. A few Portuguese natives of St. Thomas's who for misdemean-
ors had been sold to the Spaniards by the Portuguese Government,
are now remaining in the island ready to shew where the cannon and
stores are buried; and, from what Captain Lawson has heard, the
natives seem to wish that the English would come and settle among
them, promising to render us every assistance in their power in erect-
ing a settlement there. The importance of the trade carried on to
Leeward having already been represented to you, I shall not add on
the subject/